
SUSTAINING THE WILLIAMS VALLEY INC WEED LIST
Common Name Scientific Name

Balloon Vine Cardiospermum grandiflorum  Sweet
Vine up to 10m tall. Leaves are dark green, made up of 9 leaflets, toothed margins, 6-16 cm

Flowers are white and 8-10mm. Balloon vine produces fruit capsules that can be carried   

by wind or water. 

Blue Morning Glory Ipomoea indica

A vigorous, perennial climber. Broad heart shaped leaves, 3-5 lobes, large funnel flowers 

blue-mauve. Roots produced from nodes that contact soil and broken pieces. 

Broadleaf Privet Ligustrum lucidum

Evergreen shrub or small tree to a height of 4-10 m. The brown bark is covered in white  

lenticels. Pointed oval-shaped leaves occur in opposite pairs, and are 4–13 cm long, 3–6 cm wide.  

Dark green and shiny. Flowers cream or white tubular clusters, berries green turning blue/black

Flowers and pollen may cause allergy-like symptoms such as asthma

Privet berries and leaves have been reported by overseas sources to be mildly toxic to humans 

and livestock ingested in large amounts.



Castor oil Plant Ricinus communis

Castor oil plant is a tall spreading shrub. Stems are dull green tinged with red. Leaves divided 

into 7 - 9 lobes, toothed margins.

The seeds of castor oil contain ricin, a poison that is extremely toxic to livestock and humans.

Leaves have a lesser amount of toxin.

Cobbler's Pegs / Farmer's Friend Bidens pilosa  L.

Dark green colour, the leaves are opposite and are divided into 3-5 leaflets with toothed margins 

The flowerheads yellow ( or can be white ) 5-15mm in diameter

The black seeds with awns (bristle-like appendages) are very distinctive

Fireweed Senecio madagascariensis  Poiret

Fireweed is a daisy-like plant that grows from 10 to 60 cm high. 

Generally bright green in colour, fleshy and narrow, leaves are 2–7 cm long,

Small, yellow and daisy-like, flowers are 1–2 cm

Seeds are small (1–3 mm long), light and slender. They are cylindrical and have a downy 

surface. Roots are shallow, branched taproot with numerous fibrous roots.



Giant Reed  Arundo donax  L.

A tall perennial grass growing to eight metres high in large cane-like clumps. 

Showy, silky seed heads up to 60 cm long

Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui  L'Her.

Green cestrum is a medium-sized perennial shrub growing 2–3 m

The shiny-green leaves are 20–30 mm wide and 80–100 mm long, pointed with smooth edges.

The flowers are yellow with a green tinge, 20–25 mm long, and are trumpet-shaped.

Clusters of shiny, black, egg-shaped berries 7–10 mm long.

Green cestrum frequently causes ‘sudden death’ in livestock and is highly toxic to humans, 

capable of causing serious illness or death.

Japanese Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica  Thunb.

Evergreen or semi evergreen, woody, clockwise twining vine or climber with sweet scented,

tubular, white to dull yellow flowers with long stamens. Berries are fleshy and black.

Japanese honeysuckle is toxic to humans, causing discomfort and irritation but is not 

life threatening. The berries and leaves are poisonous if ingested, causing gastro-intestinal

irritation. It is also a skin irritant causing rashes on contact with the plant.



Lantana Lantana camara

Lantana is a heavily-branched, scrambling, thicket-forming shrub,  ranging from 2–4 m in height. 

Leaves are egg-shaped to spearhead-shaped, with toothed edges; rough and bright green 

on the upper surface and hairy and pale green below; 2–10 cm long and 2–8 cm wide.

Flowers form in dense clusters and vary in colour from red–yellow, orange–pink, and white

Berries green at first and then turn a shiny, dark purple–black when ripe

Lantana is also highly toxic to humans, and can cause serious illness and death. All parts of the 

plant, particularly the green berries, are poisonous if ingested, causing vomiting, diarrhoea, 

muscular weakness and respiratory distress. The plant is also a skin and eye irritant.

Madeira Vine Anredera cordifolia

Madeira vine is a twining vine with wide, fleshy, heart-shaped leaves that are 2 to 15 cm long, 

Fragrant, cream-coloured flower spikes up to 30 cm long. 

Production of thousands of tubers (underground) and bulbils (aerially along the stems). The small 

light-brown or green potato-like bulbils fall to the ground as vines age. 

 



Moth Vine Araujia hortorum

Perennial climber with twining stems, climbing to 10m on supporting vegetation.

Leaves are oblong to triangular, 3–11 cm long, 1–6 cm wide, dark green above, grey-green below.

Flowers are fragrant, tubular, 0.8–1.4 cm long, white to pale pink in groups of 2–5.

Paddy's Lucerne Sida rhombifolia

Small shrub, grows 1-1.5 m tall. It is very hairy. It has many branches. The leaf stalk is 

is 3-5 mm long. The leaf blade is sword shaped and 2.2-4.5 cm long by 0.6-2 cm wide. 

The flowers occur singly in the axils of leaves. They are yellow and about 1 cm across. 

The fruit is half round and 6-7 mm across.

Purpletop Verbena bonariensis

This is a purple flowered herb with erect stems up to 2m tall which are square in cross-section.

Leaves are sessile (without a stalk), dull green and rough. Leaves are narrowly rectangular to 

pear-shaped and hairy, base of the leaf is slightly stem-clasping, leaf margin is irregular to

regular toothed and apex is tapering to a point. A group of flowers occurs in the end of the branch

with small purple-mauve flowers on cylindrical flowerheads grouped in threes. 

The seed is tiny and is progressively realeased from the base to the top of the seedhead.



Small-leaved Privet Ligustrum sinense  Lour.

Small-leaf privet is a densely branched, multi-stemmed evergreen shrub 3 - 5 m tall.

Leaves are oval shaped, 1 - 7 cm long, 0.5 - 3.5 cm wide. Flowers are white, tubular in branched

clusters. 0.5 - 2 mm, strongly scented. Berries are 4 - 10 mm green turning black with age

Heavily-scented white flowers that cause severe allergic reactions in susceptible people.

Turkey Rhubarb Acetosa sagittata

A vigorous prostrate and climbing perennial herb. It can grow to 5m long. The plant produces 

chains of underground tubers. Flowers are in branching clusters, green - cream to red in colour.
Small clusters of 3-winged cream paper-like fruit turn brown with age. 

Prolific seeder, regenerates from tubers if top growth is removed. 



Wandering Jew Tradescantia fluminensis

Wandering jew is a ground cover succulent. Stems are soft and root at any node. Leaves are 

oval, dark green and shiny. Flowers are small and white ( native has blue flowers ).

Wild Tobacco Bush Solanum mauritianum

A densely woolly shrub or small tree to 4 m high. Its flowers are violet and berries mature 

to dull yellow. All parts of the plant are covered in velvety hairs. Crushed leaves have a strong 

smell of diesel fuel. All parts of the plant are poisonous to humans, particularly the green berries.


